Youth  in  the  Class 
Struggle:  A History  of 
the  Young  Communist 

Movement 

Arvid  Vretling 
1926  London:  Executive 
Committee  YCI 
34p. 


Being  a short  History  of  the 
Voting  Communist  Movement 

by  Arvtd  Vrctling 


Published  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the 
Young  Communist  international 


1 


CONTENTS 


Page 

THE  HISTORY 2 

The  War 7 

I He  R v d Da  vv  n ..........  10 

The  International  Day  of  Youth  .........  11 

The  Third  International  Day  of  Youth  ......  H 

The  Aftermath  of  the  War t5 

Stuttgart — Berne — Berlin — Moscow 16 

The  Berlin  Conference  in  1919 19 

HIE  PROGRAMME  OF  THE  YOUTH  INTERNATIONAL  20 

ONWARD . .......  23 

.....  26 


THE  OFFENSIVE  OF  THE  ENEMIES 
THE  UNITED  FRONT  


f 


1 


29 


THE  HISTORY. 

HERE  is  a period  in  the  history  of  the  prole- 
tarian Youth  Movement  of  which  we  can  fee! 
proud  — and  that  is  the  period  of  the  four 
years’  Imperialist  war. 

The  outbreak  of  the  Imperialist  war  in 
August  1914,  was  not  merely  the  work  of  capitalists 
and  imperialists.  Alasf  that  moment  also  unmasked 
the  leaders  of  the  Second  International  who  proved 
to  be  traiters  to  the  international  proletariat,  betrayers 
of  the  most  elementary  principles  of  international 
solidarity,  and  became  nationalists  and  champions 
of  bourgeois  interests.  The  Second  International,  the 
organ  of  international  proletarian  unity,  was  crushed 
and  broken  to  pieces.  In  spite  of  all  declamatory  congress 
resolutions  against  war  and  in  favour  of  united  working 
class  action  in  the  event  of  war  breaking  out,  the  fact  was 
that  in  August  1914,  proletarians  began  fighting  against 
proletarians,  devastating,  burning,  pillaging  and  murdering 
in  the  name  of  the  fatherland  and  other  grandiloquent 
phrases.  The  working  class  fought  for  the  interests  o!  its 
oppressors  against  those  of  its  own  brothers.  Young  and 
old  proletarians  were  killed  in  masses  on  the  field  of 
battle.  They  died  for  a patriotic  lie,  and  the  labour 
leaders  of  the  different  countries  were  deceived  and 
fettered  by  the  interests  of  the  nation  and  of  capitalism. 
The  World  War  was  a vicious  lesson  which  must  awaken 
the  consciousness  of  the  working  class  and  show  it  another 
form  of  fighting  — the  class  struggle. 


Hut  In  spUv  ul  all,  through  the  moke  of  batik-  tmd 
\\lv  thunder  »l  Ww  g UM  wo  could  lllll  boar,  nlllimigh 
lucbly,  til*  truth  about  the  war.  In  spilt-  of  all.  thuro 
exUtcd  in  tho  different  count  rice  small  groups  of  revolt!- 
ttonnry  champion*  who  bad  not  sold  their  «oul«  to  nation - 
disui  and  'eapllftlisnl.  they  ‘-aw  tin*  n&nu-k vi  inouiy 

,lu.  aistn-v.  into  which  the  working  class  wn* 
thrown,  they  saw  tin  ubiccl  treachery  of  the  leaders  who 
tinc|  sn|d  the  proletariat,  they  saw  tin-  mins  of  the  one 
time  Labour  International.  Everything  was  in  a slate  of 
chaos.  Hut  it  was  necessary  to  open  the  * v • ol  the 
musses,  in  order  that  they  might  understand  lb#  lernbk 
catastrophe  that  had  happened;  It  was  necessary  once 
mmv  to  create  the  international  proletarian  bntllc-l  fOlll 
against  the  war  and  that  which  provoked  it  — capita  ism 
and  imperialism.  It  became  the  task  ol  the  organisation 
oi  proletarian  youth  in  the  dilferent  countric.  to  esta- 
blish a new  international  organisation  •trongM  than  the 
old.  It  was  the  proletarian  youth  In  the  dilferent  countries 
Who  mercilessly  exposed  the  true  charnclei  °l 
.„.d  tried  to  awaken  the  masses  from  the  hypnotic  apel 
the  war,  to  calm  their  nationalist  delirium,  these  orga- 
nisations Of  youth  had  already  in  the  pre-war  penm 
fought  unflinchingly  against  Hie  increasing  *lftckne“  ““ 
opportunism  ol  the  Soeiul  Democratic  Pnrtu  v A , 
these  radical  members  ol  the  Socialist  youth 

proletariat.  Even  in  that  early  Jjjjgjj •‘SJJJ 

youth  organisations,  according  to  Karl  Lu-bkru.  , 
Luxemburg  and  Fran*  Mchring,  were  the  only  hope 
the  i > vululionary  rejuvenation  of  the  whole 

movement.  , , • 

the  foreign  secretary  of  bo  vie  l Kussto 

his  8kolehm  of  Ht9  U Mortf  ( >f  tte  1 ",llh 

nali 1 has  the  following  to  say  about  the  general  sflua 

tion  of  the  labour  movement  at  that  time:  At  the  au 

break  of  the  war  the  important  historical  tasks  oj  ■ 
youth  organisations  in  the  evolutionary  process  oj  m 
new  Socialist  revolutionary  labour  movement  had  tie 
loped  into  maturity, 
n 


hurl  lA*hhrterhi t nl  the  beginning  uf  (In*  20lh  century, 
declared  lluit  flit-  Stji: iul > »i  youth  niftli ( Inntia  who  hud 

played  mi  important  rdld  In  (he  period  up  (o  flic  outbreak 
of  tlir  war,  were  the  only  real  arm  in  the  fight  against 
militarism,  They  a toad  in  the  very  centre  of  the  bottle 
fought  by  the  new  revolutionary  elements,  jtrowinjZ  up 
within  tin  intninUinmil  labour  movement  against  nil  false- 
liood  find  reactionary  tendencies  in  (lie  woiking  class  and 
its  organisations.  And  they  also  stood  It)  the  centre  of 
the  process  nut  of  which  developed  new  revolutionary 
tactics  and  a new  conception  of  the  class  struggle  During 
the  Wur  the  Socialist  youth  organisations  and  their  Inter- 
national Union  played  a still  greater  and  much  more  Im- 
portant part  in  the  political  life  ol  the  International  prole- 
tariat The  proletarian  youth  organisation*  were  the  firnt 
in  the  labour  movement  to  oppose  the  "civil  peace"  policy 
of  tfie  Social  patriotic  trade  union  leaders.  In  FRANCK 
and  GERMANY,  Socialist  youth  groups  took  the  initiative 
in  darting  nn  energetic  anti-militarist  and  anti-war  enm- 
1 p&igd,  beginning  with  an  attack  upon  the  Social  patriotic 
falsehood  of  the  war  for  defence".  But  this  was  not  to 
be  Ml  unpunished.  Tin*  governments  did  not  want  to  have 
their  true  character  revealed  during  the  war.  With  Ihe  aid 
| of  the  Social  patriots,  the  working  masses  had  been  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  war  was  being  fought  for  their 
■ vital  interests  ond  that  national  independence,  democracy, 
etc,,  were  nt  stake.  All  propaganda  against  the  war  was 
therefore  suppressed  without  mercy,  and  thousands  of 
enthusiastic  heroes  lost  their  lives  or  were  sentenced 
j to  many  years  Imprisonment  for  their  "crimes",  which 

j consisted  in  fighting  against  the  war  and  for  peace. 

Governments,  however,  may  murder  or  throw’  into  prison 
I many  brave  advocates  of  real  pence,  but  I lie  idea  of 

1 world  peace  and  the  revolutionary  class  struggle  Is  im- 

J mortal.  Thus  the  Revolutionary  Proletarian  Youth  organ i- 

I salions  carried  on  an  unremitting  propaganda. 

THE  WAR. 

5 THE  war  caused  a break  down  ol  tin-  international 

relations  between  the  youth  organisations.  The  Inter- 


t 


national  Youth  Congress  al  Stuttgart  in  1007,  and  at 
r..|i.*nA.i*.  n in,  1010  (in  connection  with  the  Congress  ol 
the  Second  International)  had  set  up  an  International 
Secretarial,  but  the  relations  between  the  organisations 
were  very  loose  before  the  war.  The  world  conflict,  how- 
ever. brought  about  the  creation  of  the  Real  International 
of  Youth-  In  October.  1914,  the  youth  organisations  of 
the  SCANDINAVIAN  COUNTRIES,  ITALY,  and 
SWITZERLAND  took  the  initiative  in  convoking  an  inter- 
national Socialist  youth  congress  or,  in  any  ease,  a con- 
ference between  the  youth  organisations  of  the  neutral 
countries.  The  war  restrictions  on  travelling  acted  as  a 
great  hindrance  to  an  international  conference,  but  in 
spite  of  all  this  the  latter  was  organised  and  took  place 
in  the  spring  in  1915. 

The  organisations  of  the  Socialist  Youth  were  the 
first  to  convene  an  international  Congress,  the  forerunner 
of  Zihi mer u'fiW.  The  Congress  was  held  at  Horne  during 
Easter,  1915.  Dclegat  os  had  arrived  from  10  countries 
in  spile  of  the  difficulties  attached  to  a journey  in  war 
time.  The  Berne  Conference  gave  expression  to  inter 
national  solidarity,  centering  its  discussions  on  how  to 
organise  the  future  struggle  on  an  international  scale  and 
to  establish  close  collaboration  with  organisations  of 
Socialist  Youth  all  over  the  world. 

This  conference  had  a certain  historical  significance 
while  the  different  nations  were  fighting  each  other, 
while  cannon,  machine  guns,  rifles  and  bayonets  were 
killing  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands;  while  the 
labour  youth  gave  their  lives  for  the  patriotic  lie  — for  the 
interests  of  their  true  enemies,  for  the  rapacious  capita* 
lists  to  whom  no  sacrifice  was  loo  great,  just  in  this 
period  of  darkness  and  desperation,  distress  and  blank 
despair,  the  Socialist  Youth  met  in  Conference.  Inter- 
national solidarity  still  existed  amongst  the  revolutionary 
youth,  and  here  the  plans  were  drawn  for  the  fight 
against  war  and  for  peace;  here  the  watchword  was  given 
which  was  to  become  the  signal  for  the  whole  working 
class  in  the  fight  against  their  exploiters.  At  Berne, 
representatives  of  the  youth  movement  assembled  from 
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different  countries  to  prepare  the  only  holy  war,  the  war 

of  the  oppressed  against  the  oppressors  — a war  not 

marked  by  national  boundaries,  but  by  the  frontiers  of 
class.  * 

This  conference  of  the  Socialist  Youth  at  Berne 
shone  out  in  the  darkness  like  a flaming  beacon,  and  was 
seen  by  the  workers  of  all  the  world.  International  rela- 
tions were,  to  some  degree,  once  more  established.  With 
regard  to  the  war  and  the  tasks  of  the  Socialist  youth 
organisations  the  following  resolution  was  passed: 

"The  International  Social  in  Conference  of  Youth  holding 
tension  in  Heme  on  April  5th  and  6th.  attended  by  delegates 
from  10  countries,  renews  the  decisions  of  the  International 
Socialist  Conferences  of  Youth  at  Stuttgart.  Copenhagen,  and 
basic  which  appealed  io  the  working  youth  ol  all  count  riot 
to  take  up  the  light  against  war  and  militarsm. 

"The  Conference  states  with  deep  regret  that  the  Socialist 
Youth  Organisations,  like  the  Socialist  Organisations  of  the 
adults,  did  not.  in  most  countries,  acl  according  to  these 
decisions  at  the  outbreak  ol  the  war. 

Thi  p > esi  nt  toniitci.  even  in  those  eases  where  the  ruling 
classes  and  their  government  pretended  to  carry  on  a delen - 
sine  war,  is  the  result  ol  the  imperialist  policy  ol  the  ruling 
classes  ol  all  capitalist  countries  directed  against  the  interests 
ol  the  people,  'lor  threatens  and  even  destroys  the  vital 
farces  of  the  working  classes;  it  paralyses  its  organisations; 

it  hampers  its  ability  to  act  against  the  international  class 
of  exploiters . 

"The  policy  ol  truce  between  the  classes  is  a policy 
whereby  the  Social  Democracy  resigns  its  leadership  as  a 
party  of  proletarian  class  struggle,  and  abandons  the  vital 
interests  and  ideals  ol  ihe  proletariat.  In  consideration  ol 
these  fact',  the  International  Socialist  Conference  of  Youth 
demands  the  Immediate  cessation  of  the  war.  It  welcomes 
with  .delight  ihe  attempts  ol  the  Party  groups  in  the  countries 
participating  in  the  war.  especially  the  decisions  of  the  Inter - 
national  Proletarian  Women’s  Conference,  to  force  the 
ruling  classes,  by  means  of  revolutionary  action  on  the  part 
of  the  proletariat,  to  declare  peace.  It  considers  it  the  duty 
of  oil  young  comrades  of  both  sexes  to  support  energetically 
the  movement  towards  peace  which  is  gaining  in  strength  in 
all  belligerent  countries.  It  expects  active  support  of  this 
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ticiion  for  peace  from  the  youth  organisation*  in  the  neutral 

Stale*. 

"The  Conference  vehemently  protests  against  the  attempts 
{ > place  the  Socialist  Youth  Organisations  at  the  service  of 
the  bourgeois  militarist  youth  organisations,  thus  diverting 
the  working  youth  horn  their  true  tasks:  Socialist  education, 
the  battle  against  capitalist  exploitation  and  militarism. 

"As  regards  flir  present  mar  with  U$  horrible  consequences, 
a war  which  ruthlessly  utilises  as  cannon  fodder  even  the 
youth  hardly  out  ol  school , the  Conference  emphasises  the 
necessity  ol  enlightening  the  young  workers  ol  all  countries 
still  more  intensively  fhan  heretofore  on  the  nature  of  war 
and  militarism  as  inevitable  secondary  effects  of  the  capitalist 
system  The  Conference  stresses  the  need  for  educating  fht 
young  workers  in  the  spirit  of  the  international  class  struggle, 
and  thus  closely  gathering  them  around  the  banner  of  revo- 
lutton ary  Socialism* 

This  resolution  represented,  then,  the  position  of  the 
congress  against  the  war  and  at  the  same  time  was  a clear 
criticism  of  the  policy  of  the  Social  Democratic  l arlics 
everywhere,  not  only  in  the  belligerent  countries.  In  audi- 
tion a whole  series  of  other  questions  were  considered, 
including  the  creation  of  a Lieblnccki  Fund  to  be  used  lor 
maintaining  the  Secretariat  then  residing  in  Zurich.  And 
now  began  a new  period  in  the  history  of  the  Youth  Inter- 
national, a period  of  political  action  and  political  struggle 
to  revolutionise  the  Parties  which  were  still  reiormislic. 
It  was  the  youth  which  carried  on  this  struggle  success- 
fully and  thus  prepared  the  ground  for  the  Zimmerwald 
Conference  and  later  on  for  the  Communist  International. 

THE  RED  DAWN. 

THE  new  Secretariat  (of  which  Comrade 
hcry  was  nominated  secretary)  was  charged  wit  1 
extensive  task  of  organising  the  Youth  Internationa^ 
making  the  youth  organisations  in  the  various  coun  r 
prepare  for  the  combat,  and  furthering  the  congress  r*j5t 
lutions  in  those  countries  which  were  not  represented  ai 
the  Berne  Conference.  By  the  autumn  of  1015  nu  .C_ 
than  19  youth  organisations  or  groups  in  the  vano 
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countries  had  declared  their  agreement  with  the  decision 
of  the  Berne  Conference  of  the  Youth  International.  In 
spite  of  all  difficulties  (he  Secretariat  succeeded  in 
making  it  possible  for  the  organisations  to  enter  into 
relation  with  each  other,  and  edited  a special  organ  in 
order  to  awaken  the  international  consciousness  of  the 
working  class.  I*he  name  of  this  publication  was  Pt« 
JuyendintcrnalionalelThe  International  of  Youth).  In  spite 
of  censorship  and  postal  difficulties,  eleven  numbers  of 
the  International  of  Youth  appeared  during  the  war, 
containing  articles  by  the  best  writers  of  the  international 
labour  movement,  such  as  Lenin,  Trotscky,  Radek,  Zinoviev. 
Bronsky,  Kollontai,  Ballabanova  (Russia),  Liehknecht, 
E,  Bernstein  etc.  (Germany),  and  a great  many  other  well- 
known  comrades  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Incontestably, 
those  issues  belong  to  the  most  important  Socialist  docu- 
ments and  are  a splendid  example  of  the  revolutionary 
enthusiasm  and  ardour  of  the  Socialist  Youth. 

THE  INTERN ATIONAL  DAY  OF  YOUTH. 

IN  the  din  of  war,  of  its  patriotic  and  chauvinist  pro- 
paganda, the  Socialist  Youth  created  its  international 
Rallying  Day.  The  first  of  May  which  for  some  twenty 
or  thirty  years  has  been  the  rallying  day  of  the  inter- 
national proletariat,  has  a worthy  supplement  in  the  inter- 
national Day  of  Youth.  The  first  international  Day  of 
Youth  on  the  3rd  of  October,  1915,  was  all  the  more 
important  as  it  was  not  only  an  international  movement 
against  the  war  and  for  peace,  but  also  a gathering  of  the 
revolutionary  forces  in  the  different  countries.  It  was  the 
‘ormalion  of  a united  front  against  the  Social  Patriots  and 
the  betrayers  of  International  Socialism  who  had  sold 
themselves  to  nationalism  and  imperialism.  It  is  to  the 
everlasting  merit  of  the  Youth  later  national  that  it  raised 
the  Red  Banner  of  international  solidarity  and  called  for 
action  to  liberate  the  proletariat  at  a lime  of  nationalist 
delirium  and  patriotic  idolatry.  The  International  Day  of 
Youth  was  celebrated  by  enormous  demonstrations  in 

GERMANY,  SWEDEN,  DENMARK,  SWITZERLAND, 
HOLLAND,  RUMANIA,  and  PORTUGAL. 
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The  authorities  in  every  country  hud  tried  hy  all 
means  to  prevent  these  demonstrations,  especially  in  the 
belligerent  slates.  All  letters,  telegrams,  etc.,  connected 
with  the  International  Day  ot  Youth,  were  intercepted  by 
the  censor.  The  International  Bureau  issued  the  following 
manifesto  with  the  call  to  observe  the  International  Day 

of  Youth: 

Comrades! 

However  horrible  the  sacrifices  of  this  war,  however 
terrible  the  armaments  lor  new  wars  may  be,  they  are  not 
the  u*orst  catastrophe.  The  worst,  which  strikes  our  hearts 
most  deeply  and  painfully,  is  the  failure  of  large  sections  ot 
the  Socialist  Parties  in  most  countries,  is  the  destruction  of  , 
Socialist  ideals  in  the  blood-filled  atmosphere  ol  assosination. 

1S  the  disgraceful  misuse  ol  the  labour  organisations  and  their 
press  by  Social  patriotic  labour  leaders  hr  militarist  purposes. 

Ko'jj/ij!  Comrades'  You  «Jcrc  the  first  to  renew  common 
work  on  an  international  scale.  I'ou  musi  be  the  first  to  break 
completely  and  definitely  with  those  who  dishonour  our  nam# 
and  besmirch  our  flag.  We  do  not  want  hall-measures  ana 
compromises.  Brave  comrades  have  preceded  us  arid  are 
today  paying  hr  their  laith  to  International  J?coo/u/itmary 
Socialism  in  prison.  These  martyrs  should  not  have  °”cre 
themselves  in  vain . Let  us  follow  their  example,  let  us  breae 
with  everything  untrue,  with  all  half-measurer.! 

On  September  3rd  u*e  will  march  not  only  ajjtfmsr 
geois  militarism,  but  also  against  those  who  have  ohandonpS 
oar  class  people,  who  by  entering  a ministry,  by  granting  war 
credit,  by  holding  speeches  and  writing  booklets  hr  th 
defence  ol  the  war,  champion  or  excuse  the  conflict,  u > 
their  passivity  bear  the  greatest  responsibility  lor  tlw  ' 
prisonment  ot  Uebknecht  and  Hocglund,  and  have  lost  i 
right  to  call  themselves  Socialists.  Away  with  t icn . 
there  be  nothing  in  common  between  us!! 

With  this  appeal  and  by  this  first  Internationa  _ 
of  Youth  the  Socialist  Youth  of  all  countries  manifest  ■ 
it S will  for  revolutionary  struggle,  for  international  soli- 
darity of  the  proletariat.  It  was  the  storm  t la  t , 
through  the  world,  auguring  a new  era.  Enthussa  _ ■ 
defying  all  obstacles  and  punishments,  even  sacn  i . 
their  lives,  the  young  proletarians  raised  the  banner 
peace,  freedom,  and  revolution.  In  those  days  it  ^ 
great  exploit,  even  if  it  is  looked  upon  today  as  a mo 


demonstration.  The  ice  was  broken,  the  will  for  the 
struggle  was  again  alive. 

In  May,  1916,  international  action  was  again  announ- 
ced. This  time  it  was  a demonstration  of  sympathy  for 
Iriebl'necht,  Jloer/luni!,  and  other  comrades  who  hod  been 
sentenced  to  years  of  imprisonment  because  of  their 
revolutionary  peace  propaganda.  The  manifestation  took 
place  in  most  countries  though  it  was  rendered  rather 
difficult  in  the  belligerent  ones.  At  all  meetings  resolu- 
tions of  protest  were  passed  against  these  arrests  and 
sentences,  which  were  justly  considered  as  infamous  class 
sentences.  The  resolutions  demanded  revocation  of  the 
sentences  and  immediate  liberation.  Failing  this,  the 
Bureau  of  the  Youth  International  was  charged  with  the 
task  of  entering  into  relation  with  the  trade  union  organi- 
sations and  (he  Socialist  Parties  in  all  countries,  to  discuss 
further  action  on  behalf  of  these  comrades. 

In  Berlin  55  000  workers  participated  in  this  de- 
monstration; in  Stockholm  20  000;  and  in  the  other  coun- 
tries as  well  the  number  of  demonstrators  was  consi- 
derable. These  demonstrations  of  the  Socialist  Youth 
International  were,  however,  surpassed  in  strength  and 
the  number  of  participants  on  the  Second  International 
Day  of  Youth,  September  3rd,  1916,  a demonstration 
directed  especially  against  the  criminal  policy  ol  the 
Social  patriots. 

Thus,  the  appeal  issued  by  the  International  Bureau 
states: 

"Considering  the  fact  that  even  the  Paris  Congress  of 
the  International,  in  1900.  instructed  the  Social  Democracy 
to  organise  the  proletarian  youth,  particularly  for  the  purpose 
of  fighting  against  militarism,  and  considering,  further,  the 
Licbknecht  resolution  at  the  Copenhagen  Conference  of  the 
International  ol  Youth,  in  1910,  which  declared  that  an 
independent  proletarian  youth  movement  was  one  of  the  best 
instruments  in  the  Socialist  struggle  against  militarism,  the 
Berne  Conference  of  the  Socialist  Youth  International  decides 
to  instruct  the  International  Secretariat  of  the  Youth  to  take 
the  necessary  measures  to  organise  in  the  different  countries 
of  the  Socialist  Youth  Organisations  if  possible,  with  the 
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cooper ulion  ol  the  Soda! ill  Parlies  and  the  international  trade 
unions  on  international  anti-militarist  Day  ol  Youth." 

The  Second  International  Day  of  Youth  was  a great 
day  for  the  Socialist  Youth  International  and  for  those  of 
the  working  class  who  gathered  under  its  banner.  That 
the  enthusiasm  and  fighting  spirit  shown  by  the  coura- 
geous and  self-sacrificing  group  were  feared  by  the 
authorities  is  evident  by  the  arrest  and  persecutions  ol 
our  comrades, 

THE  THIRD  INTERNATIONAL  DAY  OF 

YOUTH. 

THIS  took  place  on  September  2nd,  1917,  and  was 
preceded  by  an  International  Week  of  Propaganda,  which 
in  many  cases,  strengthened  the  different  youth  organi- 
sations, Against  war,  against  militarism  and  for  a Socialist 
peace  - — such  was  the  appeal  of  the  Youth  Day  of  1917. 

Such,  too,  was  the  appeal  of  the  International  Day  ol 
Youth  of  1918,  Both  these  youth  days  were  worthy 
successors  of  the  preceding  ones.  The  International  Day  j 
of  Youth  was  known  to  all  and  celebrated  by  great  masses.  * 

The  sacrifices  of  the  Socialist  Youth  International  in 
the  struggle  during  the  war  are  numberless.  Nothing  less  . 
could  have  been  expected  from  the  revolutionary  light  of  } 
the  Socialist  Youth.  Young  comrades  had  to  pay  for 
their  , .criminal'*  propaganda  against  war  and  for  peace  jf 

with  their  lives  or  long  terms  of  imprisonment.  These  1 

victims  of  the  struggle  for  revolutionary  Socialism  will  ■ 

be  kept  in  glorious  remembrance  for  their  struggle^  on 
behalf  of  international  peace  and  for  the  revolution.  I hey  a 
did  not  forsake  their  duly  nor  their  belief  in  international  I 
Socialism.  They  gave  their  lives  for  us  and  for  our  cause.  I 

When  the  members  of  the  old  International  Bureau  in 
Brussels,  many  of  whom  entered  the  bourgeois  govern-  I 

ments  as  ministers  during  the  war,  completely  betrayed  I 

the  interests  of  the  proletariat  and  abandoned  the  inter-  3? 

national  struggle,  when  they  became  nationalists  and  y 

patriots,  the  members  of  the  international  Socialist  youth  , 

did  not  desert  their  faith.  They  acted  in  complete  accord  j| 

with  the  revolutionary  principle  of  the  class  struggle*  fl 


They  were  not  entrusted  with  ministerial  port c folios,  but 
were  sentenced  to  many  years  imprisonment  and  even  to 
death,  as,  for  example,  our  comrade  Cafn*’ci,  the  Italian 
representative  in  the  Bureau. 

All  these  sacrifices  have  not  been  in  vain,  i lie  youth 
and  the  revolutionary  part  of  the  working  class  will 
remember  the  courageous  martyrs.  They  were  the  cham- 
pions of  the  new  International  which  has  begun  a real 
struggle  for  the  interests  of  the  international  proletariat. 
The  Fifth  International  Day  of  Youth  took  place  on  the 
’ 7th  of  September,  1919,  with  new  slogans.  The  Russian 

Revolution  had  been  followed  by  the  German  Revolution 
in  I lie  autumn  of  1918  and  a Communist  International  had 
been  founded  in  the  spring  of  1919.  A Soviet  State  of 
the  brave  Russian  workers  and  peasants  had  resisted  a 
wforld  of  enemies;  the  class  struggle  now  took  a real 
revolutionary  form  even  in  Western  Europe.  In  the 
Communist  International,  leader  of  the  revolutionary 
struggle,  a Socialist  Youth  International  had  found  a com- 
panion. 

THE  AFTERMATH  OF  THE  WAR. 

BUI  now%  during  the  revolutionary  class  war  in  the 
different  countries,  the  proletariat  had  again  to  lose  many 
of  its  best  comrades.  As  the  greatest  loss  to  tfic  revolu- 
tionary Socialist  youth  we  remember  first  of  all  Karl 
Liebknecht,  who  lost  his  life  together  with  Rosa  Luxem- 
burg in  Ihc  German  revolutionary  battle.  Once  more  the 
Social  Patriots  with  the  aid  of  Noske’s  hangmen  had 
claimed  new  victims.  Two  of  the  foremost  fighters  in  ihc 
revolutionary  class  struggle  and  two  of  the  greatest 
leaders  of  the  proletariat. 

Thousands  of  young  comrades  gave  their  lives  for  the 
cause  of  their  class  during  those  revolutionary  limes. 
Just  as  in  August,  1914,  the  Social  Patriots,  in  the  service 
of  the  imperialist  bourgeoisie  once  more  betrayed  the 
interests  of  the  proletariat.  It  is  a tragic  fact  that  large 
masses  of  workers  still  followed  their  traitors  and  dc- 

1.1 
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Cfivril  their  class  comrades  despite  the  lessons  they  had 

received  in  the  world  war. 

The  Inti  i national  Day  ot  Youth  in  1919  could  not  be 
celebrated  on  a targe  scale  in  all  countries  because  of 
organisational  dilllcuUiM.  In  most  countries,  however, 
hrge  masses  attended  the  demonstrations  and  meetings. 
In  Berlin,  Noske’s  Black  and  Tans  revealed  their  true 
character  by  firing  with  machine  guns  upon  2,000  young 
demonstrators  on  their  way  home.  On  this  Filth  Inter, 
national  Day  of  Youth,  the  watchword  was  "For  Soviet 
Russia;  lor  the  Communist  International;  for  the  reali- 
sation ol  the  proletarian  revolution  and  the  proletarian 
dictatorship  in  all  countries!  ’ 

The  Sixth  International  Day  of  Youth,  on  Sep. 
lumber  6’th,  1920,  was  still  more  magnificent  and  im- 
pressive than  the  preceding  ones,  and  also  better  prepa- 
red. In  some  20  countries  — besides  those  -suboidinalcd 
to  the  Moscow  Secretariat  — , about  three  million  workers 
trailed  the  Youth  Day.  And  on  the  Seventh  International 
Day  of  Youth,  on  September  4th,  1921,  enormous  crowds 
of  demonstrators  gathered  around  the  banner  ol  the  Youth 
International. 

Thus  the  seven  International  Days  ol  Youth  have  con- 
stantly indicated  a growing  interest  in  the  Communist 
Youth  Movement,  an  ever  increasing  number  of  cham- 
pions adhering  to  the  programme  and  watchword  of  the 
Young  Communist  International.  The  International  Day 
ol  Youth  has  become  a tradition  with  which  arc  bound  up 
the  great  exploits  of  the  revolutionary  youth.  But  sli 
greater  exploits  are  to  be  achieved.  With  ever  greater 
enthusiasm  and  militancy  the  proletarian  youth  will  gather 
around  the  banners  of  the  Young  Communist  International 
and  the  International  Day  of  Youth  will  some  day  be 
celebrated  under  the  aegis  of  victory  and  liberation- 

STUTTGART— BERNE— BERLIN— MOSCOW. 

THE  Congresses  of  Sluttgarl,  Ben  m,  Berlin  and 
Moscow  can  be  considered  as  milestones  in  the  history 
and  evolution  of  the  proletarian  Youth  Intel  nation®  ■ 
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Fitese  four  cities  are  connected  with  lour  different  periods 
of  the  history  of  the  Youth  International,  The  Socialist 
Y oitlli  Organisations  had  been  discussed  even  before  the 
Stuttgart  Congress  in  1907,  in  the  year  1900  in  Paris,  and 
in  1904  in  Amsferdom,  attempts  had  been  made  to 
establish  into  national  relations  between  the  different 
Socialist  Youth  Organisations,  f hese,  however,  did  not 
succeed.  Shortly  afterwards,  Karl  lAvbkiu  chi,  Ludwig 
. Frank,  and  Pc  Man  endeavoured  to  create  a proletarian 
youth  international.  I his  caused  the  congress  of  the 
j South  German  youth  organisation  (in  September,  1906)  to 
I entrust  Ve  Man  officially  with  the  task  of  forming  connec- 
tions between  the  Socialist  Youth  organisations,  and  con- 
voking a Socialist  Youth  congress  in  conjunction  with  the 
j Socialist  Congress  at  Stuttgart,  1907, 

ft  In  March,  1907,  a provisional  International  Bureau  was 

founded  with  Pc.  Man  as  its  secretary.  Thanks  to  this 
\ Bureau  a youth  congress  look  place  August  24 — 26lh  at 
which  representatives  from  13  countries  assisted.  Karl 
' Incbhnechl  was  elected  president  of  the  Youth  Inter- 
national. The  Stuttgart  Congress  took  place  two  years 
, after  the  defeat  of  the  Russian  revolution  in  1905,  when 
terrorism  was  rife  in  Russia,  and  when  revisionism 

I flourished  in  the  labour  movement  of  Western  Europe, 
hut  the  Russian  revolution  in  1905  had  awakened  the 
working  masses,  had  shown  them  the  necessity  of 
choosing  other  means  for  their  liberation  than  those  of 
eternal  compromise  with  their  enemies  in  the  bourgeois 
parliaments.  It  was  necessary  to  lay  particular  stress  on 
revolutionary  action  of  the  masses,  through  general 
strikes  and  armed  rebellions.  This  could  not  be  done, 
however,  without  revolutionary  Socialist  education, 
without  a militant  spirit  ready  for  combat.  And  those  to 
uphold  that  spirit  could  be  recruited  only  from  the  ranks 
ol  the  proletarian  youth,  lienee  the  calling  of  the  Stutt- 
garl  Conference.  A primary  feature  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Congress,  even  overshadowing  the  revolutionary  part 
o the  programme,  was  the  educational  plan  advanced  and 
accepted,  emphasising  the  struggle  against  alcohol,  the 


mod  tor  physical  training  and  protection  of  the  young 
w orkcrs. 

The  Socialist  Youth  International  was  founded  in 
Stuttgart,  but  its  organisation  was  rather  loose  and  feeble. 
The  most  important  result  of  the  Stuttgart  Congress  was 
its  formulation  of  a programme'  for  united  action,  the 
basis  for  the  activities  of  the  organisations  in  the  different 


countries. 

Between  !907 — 1914  only  one  congress  of  Inter- 
national  Youth  was  convened;  this,  in  connection  with  the 
Socialist  Congress  in  Copenhagen,  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember.  1910  32  representatives  from  9 countries  in- 

eluding  guests  from  Germany.  V ranee,  Hungary,  Serbia, 
and  Rumania,  assisted  at  this  International  Youth 


Revisionism  had  won  victories  in  W estern  Europe  and 
everywhere  the  youth  organisations  had  to  put  up  a hard 
battle  for  their  independence.  It  was  therefore  a very 
irresolutely  worded  resolution  that  was  accepted  on  l it 
question  of  the  relations  between  the  youth  organisation 
and  the  parly  or  trade  unions.  This  resolution  declares. 

among  other  things: 

"As  it  is  the  task  of  the  youth  movement  to  educate  the 
working  youth  tor  the  class  struggle,  it  must  collaborate  co 
stanfty  with  the  parlies  and  the  trade  union  organisation.. 

The  Socialist  Youth  Organisations  were  Jh us  obliged 
by  this  resolution  to  educate  their  members  tor  t lf ,c  . ‘ 
struggle,  but  only  in  harmony  and  understanding  ^ 1 
parties  and  the  trade  organisations*  This  resolution  w 
then,  indeed,  an  acknowledgement  of  revisionism^  ^ 
sworn  enemy  of  the  revolutionary  class  struggle  an  ^ ® 
revolutionary  youth  organisation.  This,  however, 
prevent  the  organisations  of  many  countries  from  ma  ^ 
an  intensive  propaganda  against  revisionism  and  ot 
political  and  organisational  independence  of  thc  >1>u 


movement  . j 

Another  conference  between  the  representatives  ^ 

*he  Socialist  Youth  Organisations  took  place  at  ! 


the  autumn  of  1912,  Only  a few  countries  were  ou 
represented-  An  international  youth  congress 


scheduled  to  take  place  in  connection  with  the  Socialist 
Congress  at  Vienna  in  the  summer  of  1914,  but  both  con- 
gresses where  prevented  by  the  outbreak  of  the  wan 
The  period  1907 — 1914  is  the  first  period  in  the  history 
of  Hie  Youth  International, 

The  second  period  dates  from  the  outbreak  of  the 

war  in  1914  until  1919  and  the  Berlin  Congress  of  that 

yean  The  Berne  Conference  and  the  agitation  during  the 

war,  with  the  various  youth  days  have  already  been 

described  and  we  will  therefore  pass  over  to  the  third 
period. 


THE  BERLIN  CONFERENCE  IN  1919. 

IT  was  this  congress  in  Berlin  that  gave  the  Youth 
International  a firm  basis  and  strong  organisation.  Origi- 

?on^«w«  to  Iiav«  taken  place  in  Vienna,  but 

ale  I VS°rb  e be.fme  °f  lhc  passP0rt  difficulties, 

August,  1919,  certain  comrades  from  the  di  Lit 
countnes  came  together  to  nominate  , 5 

snss  tit::*  ft  rilh  £ 

21st  of  November  with  18  ^egSesTrom' 
representing  240,000  members.  Besides1  the r t * 

guests  from  several  countries  as  well  c t were  some 

«ve  of  the  Communist ^ oUn^tional  N * ExCCU' 
given  of  the  activity  during  ?i  ‘ K°Jaccounl  was 
because  the  secretary  L ,?• * *5  PCnod  1910 — 1915. 
(Vienna)  did  not  SA  fenod’  Comrade  ^nneberg 

invitation.  That  had  also  IbeeT the  Tase  a°t 

~ ThV^  5*5be 

much  debated  and  his  absent ®™?ehee*  bad  been 

ev»dc  responsibilitv  Cnm  ,CCn11fd  llkc  an  attempt  to 

ST"*?*  *"«  an 

.1  II.C  report  discussion 

ude  and  acknowledgment  \o  iZ  V*'  *xPressin*  grati- 

^ernc,  (or  its  activity  durinrf  tu . c‘crc,ariat  elected  at 

unfavourable  conditions  * CKC  yCars  undcr  lt,c  most 
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the  programme  of  the 

YOUTH  IHTERNATIONAL. 


HE  will  give  the  Mowing  resuma  of  the  Berlin 

programme  which  contained  M paragraphs: 
The  lirst  paragraph  declares  that 
by  the  accumulation  o£  capital 
enormous  increase  in 
on  a new  phase:  imperialism, 

competition  between  i 
nccccssarily  provoke 


capitalism, 
, and  an 
ton,  bas  entered 
The  colonial  policy,  the 
national  and  capitalist  groups  must 
imperialist  wars.  The  war 
1914_l9l8,  a consequence  of  this  development,  has 
brought  humanity  overwhelming  disaster  from  which 
there  is  only  one  way  of  escape  — through  a wor.c^ 
Socialist  revolution.  The  path  to  Socialism  leads  ihroug 
the  proletarian  dictatorship.  The  next  task  of  the  v’orTan'' 


military  service  make  the  young  working  people  incapable 
of  understanding  Socialism.  The  world  war  has  still 
further  deteriorated  the  conditions  of  the  working  youth. 
I his  fact  cornpeiis  the  young  proletarians  to  enter  into  the 
class  struggle  as  an  integral  part  of  the  working  class. 

The  third  paragraph  emphasises  the  necessity  of 
special  proletarian  youth  organisations  in  view  of  the 
social  position  of  the  young  and  the  pari  they  play  in 
production,  which  com  pells  them  to  defend  their  own 
interests.  It  calls  for  reorganisation  of  work,  reformation 
of  schools  in  accordance  with  the  psychological  nature  of 

youth,  and  a formulation  of  special  methods  for  Socialist 
and  revolutionary  education,  etc. 

In  the  fourth  paragraph  it  is  pointed  out  that  the 
,oulh  is  the  most  active  and  the  most  revolutionary  part 
ol  the  proletariat.  The  most  important  task  of  the  Com- 
munist x outii  Organisations  is  unceasing  political  agitation 
among  the  working  masses  towards  the  end  of  organising 
hem  for  political  action  for  the  struggle  for  Communism, 

* , obstruction  of  capitalist  power.  The  working  youth 

Society0  CduCatcd  for  the  crcaUon  of  the  Communist 


Tn  the  fifth  paragraph  is  laid  down  the  necessity  for 
^ie  struggle  of  the  youth  organisations  against  all  bour- 
gcois  parties;  against  the  right  Socialists,  the  professed 
ackcys  of  the  bourgeoisie  (such  as  Schcidemann.^Icnder- 

Soci a 1 i st m Cmff  e r,V? !<1  C ' a" 1 1 n£  ctc*);  against  the 

S ‘ sun™,;'  n'd'  R°btT  Crin"”' 

The  youth  must  els o 

« a ' <firCClcd  "-e  Proletarian  stele 

. ansition  from  capitalism  to  Communism  nmn. 

gating  petty  bourgeois  ideas  and  the  autonomv  of  fbJ 
economic  onTankiimn  mi  wic  auionomy  ol  the 

against  all  vmtll,  * * ,.C  Siunc  ^fiht  must  be  waged 

mentioned  above  ^n^lh^ir^nol^ adhenng  to  the  parties 

»«0,t  Youth  oVganisalLns  if'T  fSfit  U,e  Co- 

programme  of  those  parties  which  °L  the 

monist  International.  C ,omcd  thc  Com- 
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After  that  the  programme  deals  with  the  struggle 
against  militarism;  that  is  to  say,  the  light  against  bour- 
geois militarism,  for  the  arming  of  the  proletariat  and 

the  Rod  Army.  I his  is  the  slogan  of  the  Communist 
Youth. 

The  youth  organisations  must  light  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  economic  situation  of  the  young  workers. 
Fhis,  as  also  Socialist  education  and  physical  training  of 
the  working  youth,  is  one  of  the  most  important  tasks. 
Furthermore,  the  conquest  of  the  large  masses  of  the 
proletarian  youth  must  not  be  made  at  the  expense  of 
Communist  clarity.  Ko  special  youth  organisations  for 
the  intellectual  class  should  be  created;  the  intellectual 
youth  must  join  the  proletarian  youth  organisations  as 
equals  and  comrades.  Finally,  in  order  to  bring  the  pro- 
letarian struggle  to  victory  in  this  revolutionary  period, 
it  must  be  international  and  therefore  the  Communist 
'i  outh  Organisations  must  unite  in  the  Young  Communist 
International,  subordinating  themselves  to  its  decisions 
and  resolutions.  The  Young  Communist  International 
stands  on  the  basis  of  the  decisions  passed  at  the  First 
Congress  of  the  Communist  International. 
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ONWARD! 

this  programme.  unanimously 
accepted  by  the  representatives  attending 
*bc.  con£rcss‘  Ihc  Young  Communist  Inter- 
n‘dional  clearly  established  its  revolutionary 

-1  ChanjYCl\  °n  the  basis  °r  tI,e  revolutionary 

class  struggle,  and  broke  once  and  for  all  with  all  reformism 

and  opportunism.  The  Young  Communist  International 

nrnlM  y'Pr°Ve^*LtSe  j°  bc  tbe  rcal  or£anisation  of  the 
proletarian  youth,  ready  to  fight  for  all  the  interests  of 

Yo““th  CmtJ  PMPlC'  V*  °r2an'  Th,!  o 

Bcr“«ret! -C°bCriS  Wr°,C  " 

datlan'T71  7 TbCrS‘  ^ ITfoun 

%x  isss*s,3fsx ;"r  “■  - x 

period . the  truest  nvn  * , 1 mosf  actwc  revolutionary 

young  revolutionary  triers?  ° ° v,gorous  movement  of  the 

than l” Af%XWerhk* £?> tk:  WaM>rrd:  PM  Clearness. 

undecided  elements,  meant  the^exdasion^ol  W 

lutwnary  groups  from  the  Congress  If  % 1 K,  ° norj'r™°- 
Socialist  educational  organisations  ih  • Sh‘tlgarl  ^ the 
peace  period,  Berlin  has  rt.y,  ,n  tt  ‘r  protr™mf  lor  the 
revolutionary  period  of  the  iroleJr'Z  pr,°grammc  the 
appeal  from  Berlin  will  be  hear)  “T  CJas*  struggle.  The 

*? lh'  *'«•  »*>  »< 


prnM/ldi,  mu/  shnnry,  towards  U^ht  and  freedom 

There  ,'»  no  tthorler  path." 

With  the  important  decisions  u-achi-d,  the  Berlin 
(Vngn'-s  i.f  the  Young  i'omimmist  Internationa!  had  a toilet 
basis  to  huild  upon  anti  now  it  became  necessary  to 
begin  with  the  work  ot  organisation.  At  tin-  Bureau 
Session  in  June,  1920,  the  first  one  after  the  Berlin 
l'om>ress  of  1919.  the  Youth  Intern, ition.d  ulready  showed 
increased  strength.  At  this  Session  plans  were  made  (or 
the  Second  International  Congress.  Though  it  was  ori- 
ginally intended  to  hold  this  Congress  in  Merlin  in  the 
•pi mg  of  19.? I,  it  was  decided  to  convene  it  in  Moscow  in 
connection  with  the  Congresses  of  the  Communist  Inter- 
national  and  the  lied  Intel  national  of  Labour  Unions  in 
the  summer  of  the  same  year. 

The  Moscow  Congress,  the  Second  Congress  of  the 
Young  Communist  International,  was  in  virtue  of  it- 
decisions  of  grent  importance.  Communist  Parlies  had 
been  tabli- bed  in  must  countries,  in  many  cases  thanks 
to  the  i evolutionary  activity  ol  the  proletarian  youth 
organisations.  The  rale  of  the  latter  now  changed.  The 
youth  organisations  had  hitherto  carried  on  active 
political  agitation,  hut  this  was  now  superfluous,  as  the 
task  was  taken  over  by  the  Communist  Parties.  This 
meant  that  the  youth  organisations  were  subordinated  to 
the  political  direction  of  the  Communist  Parlies,  maintai- 
ning. oi  course,  their  organisational  independence.  Thus 
the  youth  organisations  were  given  the  opportunity  of 
devoting  themselves  more  explicitly  to  specinl  propaganda 
among  the  young  workers  themselves.  The  Theses  and 
Resolutions  adopted  for  the  economic  fight  of  the  working 
youth,  for  the  educational  work  of  the  Communist  Youth 
Organisations,  for  the  anti-militarist  campaign,  their 
activities  among  the  children  and  among  the  youth  in  the 
colonies,  etc.,  showed  dearly  that  tl  t'oung  Communist 
International  and  its  organisations  had  begun  the  struggle 
for  lit,-  interests  of  the  proletarian  youth. 

The  Second  Congress  ol  the  Young  Communist  Inter- 
national, attended  by  135  representatives  from  48  diffe- 
rent youth  organisations  from  nil  parts  of  the  world,  wa* 
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HIE  OFFENSIVE  OF  THE 

ENEMIES. 


HT  h obvious  that  the  bourgeois  class  in  every 

country  fears  l he  revolutionary  propaganda 
and  that  it  is  trying  in  every  way  to  discredit 
and  persecute  the  comrades  and  organisations 
which  advocate  it-  In  every  country 
persecution  follows  the  Communist  movement  and  its 
adherents;  and  the  violence  of  this  persecution  depends 
upon  the  number  of  workers  gathered  under  its  banner 

This  campaign  against  Communism  is  carried  on  not 
only  by  the  capitalist  class  but  even  by  the  Social 
Democrats  and  Centrists  who  in  this  struggle  side  with 
the  bourgeoisie*  We  may  add  that  the  class  persecution 
aflects  only  the  Communists  and  does  not  even  touch 
this  moderate  and  reformist  section.  This  is  quite  nature 
The  bourgeoisie  considers  the  Communist  movement  to  * 
the  only  one  intent  upon  overthrowing  capitalism  an 
bourgeois  society,  and  they  understand  that  it  is  t us 
section  of  the  labour  movement  which  is  preparing  the 
liberation  of  the  working  class.  Our  friends,  the  Soc 
Democrats  and  the  Centrists,  who  have  manifes  c 
concern  for  the  difficulties  of  bourgeois  society*  and  wer^ 
kind  enough  to  save  capitalism  from  bankruptcy , a \jjTi 
betraying  the  interests  of  the  working  class,  are  rewarde 
by  lucrative  posts  in  the  bourgeois  state. 


In  spiti-  of  the  infamous  crimes  committed  by  Mu- 
Social  Patriots  in  1919  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  wlicn 
they  betrayed  international  Socialism  in  favour  of  national 
and  capitalist  interests,  great  masses  of  workers  are  still 
(fathered  under  the  direction  of  these  so-called  labour 
leaders.  Why/  — Because  the  latter  utilise  the  revolu- 
tionary  struggle  in  the  different  countries,  and  parti- 
cu  arly  the  Russian  Revolution,  to  make  the  workers 
believe  that  this  was  incompatible  with  Socialist  ideals, 
thus  rousing  their  antagonism  to  revolutionary  pro. 
paganda,  1 lie  most  harmful  way  in  which  the  reformists 
Jouglit  the  Communists  was  through  the  domination  of  the 
tabour  organisations,  the  trade  unions,  the  cooperative 

If  well  '4  orff nisations-  These  bodies  and  thefr  press, 
a well  as  the  organs  of  bourgeois  society  have 

mercilessly  fought  every  revolutionary  manifestation.  But 

it  was  impossible  to  fight  against  evolution.  Capitalist 

society  is  becoming  more  disorganised  day  by  da/  class 

contradictions  appear  more  and  more  acute,  misery  and 

distress  arc  continuously  on  the  increase.  The  old  p/rases 

about  democracy  and  reforms  are  now  impotent  and  not 

h ?b'.c '° conlr"1  ils 

apparatus.  The  rum  of  capitalism  is  a natural  cm. 
sequence  of  the  world  war.  The  capitalist  system  of 
production  can  no  longer  be  saved  despite  all  the  efforts 
ol  labou,  leaders;  („r  the  real  character  is  revealed  and 

J""*  from  crumbling 

.«ndc„;tnar:',ccvid'r,k slsi 
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organised  forces  of  !hr>  nmi„i  . . encn  in  ‘be 

h.,1  - ' I,,c  Proletariat  is  much  to  he  
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indicated,  hut  here  the  proportion  of  f '^L‘  d,v,si<ms 

I portion  of  forces  is  quite  diffe. 
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rent,  a circumstance  which  promises  much  (or  the  success  I 
q|  the  future  struggle-  For  the  Youth  International  has  | 
always  championed  the  revolutionary  tendency  within  the 
labour  movement.  In  spile  of  ill  hbelmod,  in  spile  o(  all 
persecution,  the  Young  Communist  International  has 
maintained  its  revolutionary  character  to  this  very  day. 
and  still  holds  its  position  as  leader  o!  the  international 
working  class  youth.  The  Young  Communist  Inter* 
national  has  now  more  than  750.000  members  in  lilty 
different  countries  and  counts,  besides.  230,000  syrapalhi* 
sc  rs  in  the  bar  East  and  10,000  in  Italy.  These  figures 
represent  the  really  living  Youth  International.  A Social 
Patriot  and  Centrist  Youth  International,  lounded  in  102! 
has  tried  in  vain  to  split  this  united  front  ol  the  young 
proletariat,  ihese  bodies  arc  a merely  passive  organi- 
sations each  of  them  having  some  100,000  members 
within  their  affiliated  sections  in  five  or  six  countries. 

The  Young  Communist  International  stands  unbroken 
and  ready  to  fight  in  spite  of  the  attempts  to  disrupt  iL 
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THE  UNITED  FRONT 


SUUAY  when  the  capitalist  offensive 

ruthless  than  ever,  I" 
must  unite  to  defend 

national  to  form  a united  front  of  the 
Internationals 

members  who  refused  to  collaborate  further 
belonging  to  the  Centrist  or 
nonetheless  determined  to 
with  the  Communists,  d 
leaders.  In  this  agitation 
organisations  must  actively  participate 
Communist  International  must  be  the 
defender  of  the  cause  of  the  w,  ' 

Berlin  Conference  of  the  three  Execut 
10  the  Committee  of  Xiw  - 
t-ommunist  International  brought 
Uic  young  workers;  but  as 

by  the  Second  and  Second-and-a 
nothing  was  done. 

Whichh£  ^;al  PaJr!0t  ard  ?cntrist  Youth  1 ^nationals 

lhe  unhcd, front  of  thc  Y°utb> 
>922  In  suite  orJl  ft,  * TnCC  “*  Uipzi£  in  January, 
Ihf.  v *P  ~ tIieir  Phrascs  about  the  united  front 

S* . ^ _ Communist  International  Sot  fnvUed 
lo.dh  or^nSr  Zhll  U"i'iCa'i0n  ?!  proletarian 

tjoung  Communist  Inlernationarwhi^co^lf  hui^d  " li  **1 
housnnds  of  yean*  proletarians  will,in0“,S 


is  more 

the  whole  working  class 

vital  interests, 
hough  the  efforts  of  the  Communist  Inter- 


were  defeated  by  the  reformist  and  centrist 

, the  workers 

Right  Socialist  groups  are 
create  the  united  front  together 
sspite  the  opposition  of  their 
for  the  united  front  the  youth 

and  the  Young 
mouthpiece  and 
orking  youth.  In  the 
live  Committees  and 
nominated  by  them,  the  Young 
‘ forward  the  demands  of 
this  Committee  was  broken  up 

Half  Internationals 


spliHer*  and  disruption^*  of  yesterday  arc  the  apostles 
of  unity  today,  but  they  do  not  want  to  unify  all  organi- 
sations Arc  their  attempts  at  unity  meant  only  to  carry 
on  a more  cRcctivc  light  against  the  Young  Communist 
International?  Or  do  they  intend  to  isolate  the  majority 
ot  the  real  proletarian  youth  which  adheres  to  the  Young 
Communist  International? 

The  working  youth  all  over  the  world  will  at  least 
understand  which  of  the  three  Youth  Internationals 
represents  their  interests.  In  ever  increasing  masses  the 
young  workers  will  join  the  living  Youth  International, 
which  is  the  Young  Communist  International.  On  the 
basis  of  the  revolutionary  class  struggle  the  proletarian 
youth  will  unite  in  the  fight  for  its  interests  and  for  the 
liberation  of  the  whole  proletariat. 

The  Young  Communist  'Organisations  in  the  different 
countries  arc  the  true  proletarian  youth  organisations  and 
the  Young  Communist  International  is  the  leader  ol  the 
struggle  of  the  proletarian  youth.  To  follow  them  means 
to  engage  in  a ruthless  uncompromising  struggle  and  in 
self  sacrifice,  but  it  also  means  liberation  from  hunger 
and  misery,  from  slavery  and  oppression.  It  means  — 
VICTORY. 


* 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

of  the 

YOUNG  INTERNATIONAL 


You  MUST  read  these  two  Papers 
for  NEWS  of  the  International  Mo- 
vement & THE  PROBLEMS  of  the 
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class  YOUTH 
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